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MMI Humanitarian relief shipments save lives
Donors Make a Difference

B

etween 2010-2016, your generosity,
combined with other European donor
support, provided humanitarian relief
shipments valued at approximately £83 million.
MMI humanitarian shipments include desperately needed pharmaceuticals, medicines,
medical supplies, medical disposables, as well as
medical equipment, food, clothing, emergency
tents, and sleeping bags, hygiene kits, water
filters and educational supplies. MMI targeted
relief aid is dispatched around the world. Each
shipment of life-saving humanitarian aid is
distributed among hospitals, medical clinics,
schools, impoverished villages and communities
in crisis.
“Targeted aid shipments are integral to successful humanitarian intervention,”said Doug
Kendrick, Medical Mission International
Programme Director. “These shipments are often
the difference between life and death. In many
circumstances, even if people could acquire
money to purchase desperately needed items, the
supply chains have been disrupted by crisis, natural disaster or economic conditions, resulting
in scarcity,” he said.

R

ecently, MMI donors in the UK, Italy,
Germany, Netherlands, Austria and the
Czech Republic provided critical shipments into Accra, Ghana, consisting of 13 pallets
of pharmaceuticals, as well as a 20-foot shipping
container filled with critical medicines and hygiene items, like antibacterial soap and wipes. The contents of the shipment were
disbursed to impoverished people living in the Budubruam refugee camp, as well as to the Mega Care Clinic, Harmony Clinic
and the Nkwantanum Health Centre. According to George Bannerman, MMI Ghana liaison and a relief programme coordinator, the people living in the settlement, as well as others in the area are suffering from a “dire infrastructure deficit” that is
grossly affecting health care delivery and increasing mortality rates.
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He said that overcrowding, and the scarcity of much needed medicines
is taking its toll. Up to six new-born infant deaths per week have been
reported at the clinics, and according to one staffer who visited a maternity ward, several new mothers and their babies were sharing one bed.
The arrival of the medical humanitarian aid brought much “joy and
happiness” to both the community and the doctors who are struggling
to save lives, Bannerman said. The community leaders and the people
were dancing and singing the praise of the MMI donors and sponsors.

M

ost of the refugees living at the Budubruam camp are originally from Liberia, and fled during two civil wars and the
ensuing chaos. Many have been limbo in the area for more
than twenty years. Initially, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) provided the settlement’s residents with aid and
relief, but for the past decade the settlers have mostly relied on international non-governmental organizations, like Medical Mission International. At its peak, the refugee camp had an estimated 40,000 residents.
Because the settlement lacks proper sanitation, clean drinking water,
and access to good health care, many people are dying from all kinds
of disease, “just like that,” said Bannerman. “They are dying... almost
every week, two or three refugees buried... from children to the elderly,”
he said. According to Bannerman, the leaders of refugee camp wish
to relay the message that these humanitarian shipments are the “hope
and future” of the people. “The leaders wish to thank the donors and
sponsors of MMI and pray that the Lord will continue to bless those
who give,” he said. 

Targeted humanitarian
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by Medical Mission
International to the far
corners of the world.
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