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MMI distributes life-saving humanitarian
assistance during COVID-19 pandemic

The virus threatens to wipe out entire communities
Medical Mission International is raising awareness of
COVID-19, educating and providing humanitarian
assistance to impoverished people in rural villages in South
Africa.

avoid contracting and spreading the virus. The programme
also helps protect those who are particularly susceptible and
already immune-compromised due to HIV infection and
diseases like tuberculosis.

ccording to Johan Claassen, MMI liaison in South
Africa, the immediate focus is reaching poor
communities with information on how to combat
COVID-19. “There seems to be very little knowledge of the
disease and how it is transmitted,” he said.

In the Kwazulu Natal province, in South Africa, medical
teams are disbursing pamphlets written in both English
and Zulu and assembling packages for families that include
water, a coronavirus information pamphlet, sanitizers and
other hygiene items.

Claassen expressed thanks to MMI donors in the EU
and UK who consistently support medical outreach for
vulnerable communities in far-away places like rural areas
of South Africa. “We are so grateful for your invaluable
support in this difficult time,” he said.

“It is sobering to realize how little
people know about the disease and
how contagious it is.”
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The goal of the programme is to educate on proper
sanitation, hand-washing and hygiene, as well as explain
the basics of social distancing and behavior modification to

When the South African government mandated a lockdown,
Claassen noted that in many impoverished areas people
appeared to be going about their daily lives as if there was
not an emergency or pandemic. However, families in many
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“MMI donor support is particularly
profound

at

the

moment

because so many who have
given to the relief efforts in
Africa are also facing their
own personal challenges…”

of these rural villages live hand to mouth and if they are
forced to stay in place, they go hungry. Good hygiene
practices are also complicated because “home” may
consist of a single room shared by numerous extended
family members with no running water or toilet.

Because Africa suffers from feeble economies and
meager health infrastructure, experts are alarmed about
the potential devastation from COVID-19. It is already
a fragile continent with suffering people struggling to
survive as they endure crisis after crisis.

he new Coronavirus, a respiratory virus, has
created a pandemic around much of the globe.
The EU, UK and USA have struggled to cope even
with advanced health systems and economic resources.
Governments world-wide have mandated business
closures and billions of people have been ordered to stay
in place. South Africa started its first lockdown in late
March and has reported the highest number of COVID19 infections on the continent.

Classsen said the MMI donor support is particularly
profound at the moment because so many who have given
to the relief efforts in Africa are also facing their own
personal challenges because of the impacts of the virus in
Europe and the UK. “Our heartfelt gratitude to all of you.
May God bless you, keep you, and help all of you in every
way to meet your needs during these coming weeks. We
thank God for all of you.” ✚
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Our teams on the ground are taking vital,
life-saving packs out to villagers.
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